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She’Koyokh is “Britain’s best klezmer and Balkan music band” 

(Songlines) and winners of the Netherlands’ International Jewish music 

competition. Made up of musicians from the UK, Greece, Turkey, 

Serbia and the USA and performing music from practically every 

Eastern European country you can think of, the band’s evolution spans 

the humble origins of busking at East London’s Columbia Road flower 

market to performing in the famous concerts halls of Europe including 

Amsterdam’s Concertgebouw, the Gasteig in Munich and London’s 

Purcell Room and Kings Place. A genuine passion for the music is 

reflected in their extensive repertoire performed with an infectious 

enthusiasm that inspires tears and laughter and brings every audience 

to its feet. 
 

EDUCATION 
 

She’Koyokh can offer a variety of workshops, from hour=long or half=day sessions through to a 4 day residency 

course exploring the wealth of musical traditions from Eastern Europe. The workshops focus on key skills, such as 

the ability to listen, to appreciate a wide variety of music, increasing self=discipline, creativity, aesthetic sensitivity 

and fulfillment. In addition to this, the She’Koyokh’s educational work places particular emphasis on cultural 

understanding and the part that music plays in the various cultures and religions that the musicians explore, and 

the breadth of repertoire available gives options to either cover a variety of styles or focus intensively on one 

musical tradition. 
 

Each workshop can be tailored to your needs and be trimmed or extended to adapt to the timescale available. In 

conjunction with the music, She’Koyokh can focus on story�telling, the history, culture and religion behind the 

music and also dance and drama elements during their workshops to encompass a wide scope of the curriculum. 

What better way to round off these educational sessions than a concert by She’Koyokh, which can include 

performances by student groups and/or indeed She’Koyokh performing alongside the students themselves! 
 

Younger Years 

Each instrument is introduced in turn, as are the countries that are featured in the workshop, and the children take 

part in a variety of games and activities concentrating on developing their listening skills and their sense of 

rhythm and ensemble. The pupils are taught traditional songs and circle dances to accompany the music and the 

story of each song is explained, broadening the depth of the cultural understanding and allowing for drama 

opportunities if desired. 
 

Senior School  

Without instruments: Sessions without instruments would explore similar avenues to the younger years sessions 

detailed above, although adjusted for the appropriate age group with emphasis on the historical and cultural 

context of the repertoire, including the Ottoman Empire, Judaism and the Holocaust. 

 

Hands=on instrumental workshops: Students will be taught to play or sing a traditional melody by ear, learn about 

style and ornamentation, discover how to harmonise the melody and set up a rhythmic groove as the foundation 
for exploring techniques for modal improvisation. There will be opportunities for students to create their own 

arrangements within ensembles, gain presentation and performance tips and enjoy playing music together 

without any charts or scores. Suitable for all levels. 

“…among the finest klezmer ensembles on the planet” THE AUSTRALIAN 
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Residency course 

The residency course allows young musicians to discover and explore the diverse repertoire of nineteenth century 

Jewish wedding music, contemporary Bulgarian dance music and Turkish folk songs. Studying one specific style 

per day, the musicians will investigate history, modes, style and ornamentation, presentation and performance 

tips, compositional techniques and, most importantly, playing together and having fun. 
 

A highlight of the week long course is a ‘Klezmer Keilidh’, complete with a dance caller, together with hands=on 

insights into playing and arranging as an ensemble. The week is designed to culminate in an Open Session, with 

the young musicians in charge of directing and presenting the programme, as well as (or instead of) a joint 

concert with She’Koyokh. 
 

A sample programme of a 4 day long project would be as follows. This model can be extended or reduced and 

modified to the specifications of the young musicians that will be participating in the course: 

 

 Day 1 Day 2 Day 3  Final day 

 Klezmer Turkey Bulgaria   

      

09:30 Intro to the week Performance Skills Performance Skills 09:30 Performance Skills 

 Icebreaker Stage Presence Communication Technique  Ensemble awareness 

 She'Koyokh Demo     

 Overview of the week Break Break 10:30 Break 

10:45 Intro to Klezmer Intro to the music of Turkey Intro to the music of Bulgaria 10:45 Ensemble Rehearsal 

11:30 Break Break Break 12:15 Lunch 

11:45 Instruments (Alicia's #2) Instruments (Uskudar) Instruments (Paidushko Oro) 13:00 Groyse Orkestar Rehearsal 

13:00 Lunch Lunch Lunch 14:30 Top & Tail informal concert 

14:00 Modes 1 Modes 2 Modes 3  15:30 Break and set up 

15:00 Five minute changeover Five minute changeover Five minute changeover 16:00 Informal Concert 

15:05 Ensemble Ensemble Ensemble   

16:30 Break Break Break   

16:45 

Groyse Orkestar 
(Alicia's #2 & Siznito) 

Groyse Orkestar 
(Uskudar) 

Groyse Orkestar 
(Paidushko Oro)   

18:00 End of Day Dinner Dinner   

19:00  Film Night Klezmer Keilidh   

21:00  End of Day End of Day   


