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Vocal ensemble Stile Antico celebrates tenth Anniversary with launch of  
Bursary Scheme for Young Singers 

 
Stile Antico reveals recipients of its inaugural Bursary for Young Singers: Avalon Summerfield and Danny Purtell. 

Stile Antico burst onto the musical scene in July 2005 with competition success at the York Early Music Festival, and 
in a single decade has established itself as one of the world's finest vocal ensembles and as one of the most original 
and exciting voices in its field.  

The creation of the Bursary Scheme for Young Singers was made possible by the recently-launched Stile Antico 
Foundation in honour of the group’s tenth anniversary. As well as providing a small sum towards professional 
development costs, the bursary scheme offers the successful candidates the chance to sing with Stile Antico in 
rehearsal. In doing so, the young singers will gain insight into the group's unique working style, and learn more widely 
about life as a professional consort singer, helping prepare them for their own careers in the field. 
 
The successful candidates were selected by the members of Stile Antico from an impressive shortlist selected by 
Robert Hollingworth, director of I Fagiolini and a faculty member at the University of York, where he leads the world's 
only full-time Masters course in solo-voice ensemble singing. Robert welcomes the collaboration between Stile Antico 
and the University of York: 
 

"Stile Antico and I Fagiolini share a love of (unconducted) Renaissance music in which the polyphonic 
musical processes and the music's spirit is paramount.  I now teach at the University of York and have a 
special focus on singing and vocal ensembles, hoping to pass on what I've learnt to a new generation of 
singers.  We have both excellent singing teaching here but also courses that specifically teach Renaissance 
consort singing and some theoretical knowledge from the time as well.  So it's particularly apt that Stile 
Antico should make a connection with us at this moment to allow us to propose singers for their bursary 
scheme.  This is a huge opportunity for the singers chosen (one second-year and one third-year), not just 
for the financial benefit but for the opportunity to sing with one of the world's top Renaissance ensembles." 

 
 

 
 
"During my time at university, I worked with the resident ensemble, I Fagiolini. Singing in these sessions taught me a 
great deal, and cemented my love for singing in smaller, unconducted groups. I am looking forward to being able to 
continue learning in this way with Stile Antico." Avalon Summerfield 
 
"I've really admired Stile Antico's approach to ensemble singing ever since I first heard them. The way that they work 
as a unit without a conductor is extremely refreshing and I can't wait to start working with them." Danny Purtell 
 
Further details about the applicants can be found here: http://www.stileantico.co.uk/latest/news/bursary  
 
 

 
 
The twelve members of Stile Antico work without a conductor and have thrilled audiences throughout Europe and 
North America with their fresh, vibrant and moving performances of Renaissance polyphony. The group’s bestselling 
recordings on the Harmonia Mundi label have earned accolades including the Gramophone Award for Early Music, the 
Diapason d’or de l’année, the Edison Klassiek Award and the Preis der deutschen Schallplattenkritik, and have twice 
received Grammy® nominations. Stile Antico performs at many of the world’s most prestigious venues including 
Amsterdam Concertgebouw, Cité de la Musique, Palais des Beaux Arts and Luxembourg Philharmonie. The group is 
regularly engaged by Europe’s leading festivals, frequently tours to the US and Canada, and has appeared in Mexico 
and Lebanon. The group has premiered works by John McCabe and Huw Watkins, and collaborated with performers 
as diverse as Fretwork, B’Rock, Marino Formenti and Sting. 
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