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BALLET RUSSES…

Paris in the early 20th Century; a melting pot of creativity, political and social upheaval, and artistic ambition. 

And at the heart of it all, Sergei Diaghilev and his pioneering Ballet Russes. 

Although linked inextricably with the brilliant compositions of Stravinsky, Diaghilev cast his net far and wide 
when searching for music with which to work. 

This recital programme features some of the musical highlights used for Ballet Russes productions, including 
miniature masterpieces by Chopin (Les Sylphides), Weber’s ‘Invitation to the Dance’ (Le Spectre de la Rose), 
Schumann’s Papillons (used for a ballet of the same name) and Debussy’s ‘Prelude Apres-midi d’un faune’. 

Drawing each half to a close are two of the most iconic compositions to have been commissioned by 
Diaghilev - Stravinsky’s ‘The Firebird’ (heard here in an arrangement by Guido Agosti, the teacher of one of 
my teachers) and Ravel’s ‘La valse’. Rejected by Diaghilev, the fate of this work nearly resulted in composer 
and commissioner engaging in a duel! 

Illustrative of the varied nature of Diaghilev’s interests, this recital covers several styles and nationalities, and 
encourages us to listen to familiar masterpieces through the world of dance. 

The programme is:



Debussy

Prelude a l’Apres-midi d’un faune

—————

Schumann

Papillons, Op. 2

—————

Ravel

La valse

—————
interval

—————

Weber

Invitation to the Dance, Op. 65

—————

Chopin

Polonaise in A major, Op. 40, No. 1 “Military”
Mazurka in C major, Op. 67, No. 3

Waltz in C sharp minor, Op. 64, No. 2

Prelude in A major, Op. 28, No. 7
Grand valse brillante in E flat major, Op. 18

—————

Stravinsky / Agosti

The Firebird Suite



ASHLEY WASS

Described as an ‘endlessly fascinating artist’, Ashley Wass is firmly established as one of 
the leading performers of his generation. He studied at Chetham’s School before taking 
up a scholarship at the Royal Academy of Music, where his teachers included 
Christopher Elton, Maria Curcio and Hamish Milne.

Ashley’s watershed moment came in 1997 when he won the London International Piano 
Competition (the only British winner thus far), a victory that led to a recording contract 
with Naxos, making him the first solo artist to obtain an exclusive deal with the label. He 
has also been prizewinner at the Leeds Piano Competition, and is a former BBC Radio 3 
New Generation Artist.

Ashley has performed at many of the world’s finest concert halls and has performed as 
soloist with numerous major orchestras under the baton of conductors such as Simon 
Rattle, Osmo Vanska, Donald Runnicles, Ilan Volkov and Vassily Sinaisky.

He appeared alongside a host of stars in a gala concert at Buckingham Palace to mark the 
Golden Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth II, a performance broadcast live to millions of viewers 
around the world. He made his BBC Proms debut in 2008 with Vaughan Williams’ Piano 
Concerto, and has returned several times in following seasons.

Renowned for a broad and eclectic repertoire, Ashley has received great critical acclaim 
for his recordings of music from a wide range of styles and eras. His survey of Bax’s 
piano music was nominated for a Gramophone Award and his discography boasts a 
number of Gramophone ‘Editor’s Choice’ recordings and BBC Music Magazine ‘Choices’.

Ashley regularly partners many of the leading artists of his generation. He is a frequent 
guest of international festivals and is the Artistic Director of the Lincolnshire 
International Chamber Music Festival. The Festival has grown from strength to strength 
during his tenure, with sold-out performances of challenging repertoire and broadcasts 
on BBC Radio 3.

In 2012 Ashley formed Trio Apaches with violinist Matthew Trusler and cellist Thomas 
Carroll. He is also co-founder of Mash Productions, a production company that creates 
and develops a range of ambitious artistic projects.

Ashley is currently a Professor of Piano at the Royal College of Music, London and at the 
RNCM, Manchester, and is an Associate of the Royal Academy of Music.
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