
ASHLEY WASS - piano

Battleship Potemkin Live

Sergei Eisenstein’s 1925 silent masterpiece, Battleship 
Potemkin, is one of the the most influential films in history.  
The acclaimed pianist, Ashley Wass, has curated a powerful 
soundtrack of music by composers who were influenced 
and affected by the Russian Revolution of 1917. Each of the 
works have been selected to complement the film’s 
narrative, and are skilfully timed to correspond with each 
change of scene. 

The juxtaposition of one of the 20th Century’s most 
powerful films with a live soundtrack from some of the 
greatest composers associated with this turbulent era of 
political upheaval, makes for a truly compelling experience. 



Sergei Eisenstein’s 1925 silent masterpiece, Battleship Potemkin, is both one of the the most influential films 
in history and one of the most controversial. Despite being hailed as amongst the greatest movies ever 
made, it has been banned on numerous occasions in countries around the world due to its propagandist 
convictions and potential to influence political thought. 

Originally written as a revolutionary propaganda film, Battleship Potemkin is a dramatic retelling of a 
notorious mutiny in 1905, when the Potemkin’s crew rebelled against their officers. Eisenstein hoped the 
film would be given a new soundtrack every 20 years to help retain its relevance for each passing 
generation. 

For this screening, Ashley Wass has curated a powerful soundtrack of music by several composers, many 
of whom were influenced and affected by the Russian Revolution of 1917. Works by Shostakovich, 
Prokofiev, Mussorgsky, Janacek and Bartok have been selected to complement the film’s narrative, and are 
skilfully timed to correspond with each change of scene. 

The juxtaposition of one of the 20th Century’s most powerful films with a live soundtrack from some of 
the greatest composers associated with this turbulent era of political upheaval, makes for a truly 
compelling experience.

Video of live performance excerpt: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ej7o2sOjCgM

(see 8’20” onwards for solo piano version)



Repertoire featured in the soundtrack includes: 
Mussorgsky - Pictures at an Exhibition 

Bartok - Out of Doors 
Prokofiev - Piano Sonatas 

Shostakovich - Preludes and Fugues

For more information please contact: 
Costa Peristianis 

Ikon Arts Management  
2-6 Baches Street 

London 
N1 6DN 

costa@ikonarts.com 

 



Ashley Wass
Described as an ‘endlessly fascinating artist’, Ashley Wass is firmly established as one of 
the leading performers of his generation. He studied at Chetham’s School before taking 
up a scholarship at the Royal Academy of Music, where his teachers included 
Christopher Elton, Maria Curcio and Hamish Milne.

Ashley’s watershed moment came in 1997 when he won the London International Piano 
Competition (the only British winner thus far), a victory that led to a recording contract 
with Naxos, making him the first solo artist to obtain an exclusive deal with the label. He 
has also been prizewinner at the Leeds Piano Competition, and is a former BBC Radio 3 
New Generation Artist.

Ashley has performed at many of the world’s finest concert halls and has performed as 
soloist with numerous major orchestras under the baton of conductors such as Simon 
Rattle, Osmo Vanska, Donald Runnicles, Ilan Volkov and Vassily Sinaisky.

He appeared alongside a host of stars in a gala concert at Buckingham Palace to mark 
the Golden Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth II, a performance broadcast live to millions of 
viewers around the world. He made his BBC Proms debut in 2008 with Vaughan 
Williams’ Piano Concerto, and has returned several times in following seasons.

Renowned for a broad and eclectic repertoire, Ashley has received great critical acclaim 
for his recordings of music from a wide range of styles and eras. His survey of Bax’s 
piano music was nominated for a Gramophone Award and his discography boasts a 
number of Gramophone ‘Editor’s Choice’ recordings and BBC Music Magazine 
‘Choices’.

Ashley regularly partners many of the leading artists of his generation. He is a frequent 
guest of international festivals and is the Artistic Director of the Lincolnshire 
International Chamber Music Festival. The Festival has grown from strength to strength 
during his tenure, with sold-out performances of challenging repertoire and broadcasts 
on BBC Radio 3.

In 2012 Ashley formed Trio Apaches with violinist Matthew Trusler and cellist Thomas 
Carroll. He is also co-founder of Mash Productions, a production company that creates 
and develops a range of ambitious artistic projects.

Ashley is currently a Professor of Piano at the Royal College of Music, London and at the 
RNCM, Manchester, and is an Associate of the Royal Academy of Music.



Technical rider: 
A projector is required for this performance 

Pageturner 
Artist will supply blu-ray disc and VGA adaptor (if required) 


