
starring Hayley Mills

Pride & Prejudice live
Created to honour the bicentenary of Jane 
Austen's death in 2017, Pride & Prejudice Live is 
an unusually intimate performance of the beloved 
author's most famous work. The book has been 
abridged by novelist and Austen biographer, Gill 
Hornby, and the words are interwoven with a 
new adaptation of Carl Davis' magical score from 
the much loved BBC TV drama series of the 1990s.



The story of 
Pride & Prejudice

In the words of JANE AUSTEN and the music of CARL DAVIS with Hayley Mills playing the role of Jane 
Austen.

Having already played to sell-out audiences around the country, Pride & Prejudice Live is an acclaimed retelling of the 
beloved author's most famous work.

The enduring story of the romance between Elizabeth Bennett and Mr Darcy is read by Hayley Mills in a simple but 
intimate drawing-room setting, in much the same way that Jane herself first read the story aloud to the Austen family 
and their closest friends. And weaving around those words is Carl Davis' magical score from the much loved BBC TV 

drama series of the 1990s. 

The music, specially adapted by Mr Davis, is performed by two of the UK's most sought after musicians: the pianist 
Ashley Wass, and violinist Matthew Trusler.

Combining the words of Jane Austen’s most popular novel with one of the most beloved musical soundtracks of the 
1990s, Pride & Prejudice Live is a captivating entertainment full of laugh-out-loud moments and wonderful surprises.

 
The book has been abridged by novelist and Austen biographer, Gill Hornby. 



“Gill Hornby has produced a sharp, clear, clever adaptation of the novel, retaining all the authors wit and 
forensic social observation while moving the plot forward in a series of word and sound pictures.”

“The text was intelligently and vivaciously read by Hayley Mills, clearly relishing Austen’s incisive 
characterisation and humour.”

“Ashley Wass and Matthew Trusler played with panache, but, equally important, with sensitivity to the integrity 
of the spoken word.”

“The sheer pleasure of an ensemble performance is evident – spoken word and music do not take turns as I had 
expected, but rather weave in and out of each other in impressive harmony – with smiles and nods and constant, 

appreciative communication between the performers.”

“With its soothing tempo, dramatic and emotional score and uplifting tone, Pride and Prejudice Live taps into 
something much deeper, much more existential and primitive: the simple joy of being read to. And being read to 

well!”

“An excellent night’s entertainment, with a subtlety and gentleness we see all too rarely!”



Watch a clip of the show here:

http://bit.ly/2w5nF6Z





Hayley Mills

Hayley Mills made her film debut in 
Tiger Bay with her father, John Mills. 
Still as a child actress she won a special 
Oscar for her part in Pollyanna (1960), 
and went on to star in such films as 
The Parent Trap, Whistle Down The 
Wind, Endless Night and Appointment 
With Death. 

Mills has also acted extensively in the 
theatre, appearing in productions all 
over the world including Peter Pan in 
the West End, and Off Broadway in 
Noël Coward’s Suite in Two Keys. 



Carl Davis

'Carl Davis has made an astonishing impact on 
music in Britain.....raising to hitherto unheard of 
standards of the once humble television theme 
tune...’ Musical Opinion

 
Davis's output for film and television is vast, 
including The World At War, Goodnight Mr. Tom 
and The French Lieutenant's Woman (the winner 
of both the BAFTA and Ivor Novello awards). 

Pride and Prejudice (nominated for a BASCA 
Ivor Novello award for Best Music for a 
Television Production in 1996) has been one of 
his best-loved scores and this was followed by 
Cranford in 2007, also for the BBC. 



Gill Hornby

Gill Hornby is a writer, journalist and Austen 
devotee. She is the author of two novels: The 
Hive - a Sunday Times Best Seller in 2013 - 
was described by The Times as a "sparkling 
debut"; All Together Now, which came out in 
2015, was hailed by The Telegraph as a 
"brilliant comedy of manners...social satire with 
the lightest of touches.”

Her first book was a biography of Jane 
Austen - The Girl with the Magic Pen - written 
for the younger reader. While relishing the 
adaptation of Pride and Prejudice for this 
completely new format, she is also currently 
at work on another Austen-related project..... 



Matthew Trusler

Matthew Trusler has developed a reputation as one 
of Britain’s leading violinists, performing with 
many of the world’s great orchestras, and receiving 
huge critical acclaim for his diverse recordings.

Trusler has been invited to perform as a recitalist 
and concerto soloist throughout Europe, Australia, 
the USA, Japan and South Africa, with orchestras 
including the BBC Symphony, BBC Scottish and 
BBC Welsh orchestras, the Philharmonia, London 
Philharmonic, Royal Philharmonic, CBSO, Halle 
and Academy of St. Martin-in-the-Fields.

Further afield he has appeared with the Minnesota 
Orchestra, NDR Hanover, Helsinki Philharmonic, 
Deutsche Symphony Berlin, Malaysian 
Philharmonic and Johannesburg Philharmonic. 



Ashley Wass

Described as an ‘endlessly fascinating artist’, Ashley 
Wass is firmly established as one of the leading 
performers of his generation.

Increasingly in demand on the international stage, 
Ashley has performed at many of the world’s finest 
concert halls including Wigmore Hall, Carnegie Hall, 
Concertgebouw and the Vienna Konzerthaus.

He has performed as soloist with numerous leading 
ensembles, including all of the BBC orchestras, the 
Philharmonia, Orchestre National de Lille, Vienna 
Chamber Orchestra, Hong Kong Philharmonic, RLPO, 
CBSO, Bournemouth Symphony and under the baton 
of conductors such as Simon Rattle, Osmo Vanska, 
Donald Runnicles, Ilan Volkov and Vassily Sinaisky. 



Notes for promoters

Our audience - Pride & Prejudice Live is an adaptation of the Jane Austen novel and 
appeals to all lovers of the original book as well as fans of the 1995 BBC television series, 
of which Carl Davis’ music was such an integral part. 

Duration - the running time of P&P is approximately 70 minutes. It can either run as a 
complete one-act show or be split by an interval at the midway point. 

Personnel - the ‘cast’ of P&P consists of Hayley Mills performing the role of Jane Austen, 
with Matthew Trusler, violin, and Ashley Wass, piano. 

Staging - simple stage props will be provided and set up by the artists upon arrival at the 
venue. The venue is responsible for supplying a table and chair for the narrator 
(preferably period-style).

The promoter must provide a tuned grand piano and one music stand.

Lighting - spotlighting is desirable but non-essential. 



Bookings & information

Richard Clarke at Clive Conway Celebrity Productions

richard-clarke@zen.co.uk

Costa Peristianis at Ikon Arts Management

2-6 Baches Street,
London,
N1 6DN

Tel: +44 (0)20 7354 9199
costa@ikonarts.com

Alix Pochribniak at Hazard Chase

Tel: +44 (0)1223 706190
alix.pochribniak@hazardchase.co.uk



www.mash-productions.com


